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MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY - OCTOBER 2025 
 

LETTER FROM  
THE MONSIGNOR 
 

 GOD, Whose only begotten 

Son, by His life, death, and 

resurrection, has purchased for us 

the rewards of eternal salvation. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, that while 

meditating on these mysteries of the 

most holy Rosary of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, that we may both 

imitate what they contain and 

obtain what they promise, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. – Collect 

from the Mass of the Most Holy 

Rosary 

  

N his beautiful encyclical 
Magnæ Dei Matris (8 

September 1892) Poep Leo XIII 
(d. 1903) teaches us that, As time 
went on, it became more and more 
evident how deserving of love and 
honour was she whom God Himself 
was the first to love, and loved so 
much more than any other that, 
after elevating her high above all 
the rest of His creation and 
adorning her with His richest gifts, 
He made her His Mother (no.2). 
The Holy Father encourages us 
to pray the Holy Rosay with 
affection, devotion and purpose: 
all of us have the duty to unite our 
voice in prayer, with like devotion, 
to the holy Mother of God, 
beseeching her that we too may 
rejoice, as we ardently desire, in 
experiencing the same power of her 
Rosary (ibid. no.8).  

When we pray the Holy 
Rosay we must be motivated beyond 
vain repetition (cf. S. Matthew 6:7) 
and truly focus and meditate upon 
the Mysteries that are given to us 

for our learning and sanctification: 
without that meditation there is no 
prayer, only mumbling. This is 
expressed not only by Our Lord but 
by the Holy Father in this 
encyclical; reverence is slow and 
meditative to ensure we are 
benefiting from each and every Ave 
prayed. As an aside (my own 
personal opinion here) the faithful 
should refrain from saying their 
Rosary before bed, one is too tired to 
focus and stay awake at the end of 
the day. Trying to “get it in” before 
the end of the day is neither 
prayerful nor prioritising it… 

 
The same Holy Father 

reminds us that as grace grows in 
the soul, like that of Our Lady, so 
does virtue, most especially that of 
humility, which is an acquiescence 
to the truth: The Lord is with her 
whom He has filled with His grace and 
made blessed. She is designated by the 
heavenly messenger sent to her as the 
Virgin from whom, by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, the expected Saviour of 
nations is to come forth clothed in our 
humanity. The more she wonders at the 
sublime dignity and gives thanks to the 
power and mercy of God, the more does 
she, conscious of no merit in herself, 
grow in humility, promptly 

proclaiming and consecrating herself 
the handmaid of God even while she 
becomes His Mother (ibid. no.24). 

The Holy Rosary is so 
beautiful, so sublime and so 
elucidating that it is impossible to 
think of living a life of prayer 
without it. Not only should we 
pray the Holy Rosary every day, 
we should tell others about it so 
they too can benefit from it. 
Remember that praying the Holy 
Rosary not only honours Our 
Blessed Lady, it also allows us to 
meditate upon the Life of Our Lord 
tat brought us salvation.  
 Allow me to continue my 
petition for your prayers, first for 
young men to be generous and 
serve Our Blessed Lod and His 
Church as Priests and Religious, 
and to continue to spread the word 
of our little mission - let us build 
our regular Mass attendance to at 
least fifty (50) families each week.  We 
can always add additional Masses 
on Sunday until we find a lasting 
and permanent home. We are a 
Holy Faith of miracles: believe and 
it shall come to pass, as Our Lord 
says: Have the faith of God. Amen I 
say to you, that whosoever shall say to 
this mountain, be thou removed and be 
cast into the sea, and shall not stagger 
in his heart, but believe, that 
whatsoever he saith shall be done; it 
shall be done unto him. Therefore I say 
unto you, all things, whatsoever you ask 
when ye pray, believe that you shall 
receive; and they shall come unto you 
(S. Mark 11:22 – 24). 

As always, be assured of my 
paternal benediction and prayers, 
especially at Holy Mass.  

 

I remain, in Christ the King, 
 

Monsignor Thomas JF Sebastian 

O 



QUESTIONS AND 

ANSWERS 
 

 My Lord Bishop:  
Many thanks for your 

monthly newsletter, it is very nice 
to read and learn traditional 
doctrine, especially since we here 
in Germany only hear the 
nonsense that comes out of New 
Rome and our “bishops” … my 
question to you is this: what is the 
best way to help my fellow 
countrymen know they are being 
misled and deceived? I want to be 
charitable and truthful – many 
thanks! (original in German) 
HG, Munich, Bavaria, Germany 

 Thank you, my good sir, 
you are an heroic and truly 

Catholic man. First, be sure that 
you and your family (especially 
your children) attend the true 
Catholic Mass and learn the 
authentic teachings of our Holy 
Church, outside of which there is no 
salvation! Second, invite, without 
pressure, your family and friends 
to Holy Mass (the “come and see” 
invitation seems to work best), 
and continue to share this 
newsletter. Also, never be afraid 
of their questions or concerns – do 
not try and be an “expert” if you 
do not know how to answer that 
question or challenge, honesty 
will work miracles, for example, 
“I do not know for sure, let me 
check with my Pastor or the 
Bishop and get back to you” – 
always be sure to share the source 
of the answer, whether that be 
from Sacred Scripture or an 
official Church Teaching and 
Document. Keep strong in the 
Holy Faith and pray every day, 
especially the Holy Rosary. Vielen 
dank! 
 

If you have a question, please feel 
free to e-mail: 

info@stfrancisoratory.org 

 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

OUR continued prayers are 
requested for the sick, 

especially Fr. Matthew Howard, 
Mrs. Norma Hernandez, Mr. 
Charles Edward McClusky, Mr. 
Paul Howard, Mr. John Owen and 
Mr. Jeff Michaels. Please also 
remember in your prayers the 
souls of those who have died, 
especially for Mr. Louis Morelli†, 
Mr. Edward Joseph Ward†. If you 
know of someone unable to attend 
Holy Mass due to sickness, please be 
sure to let the Monsignor know so he 
can arrange for a sick call. 
 

 
Real Men Kneel at Holy Mass! 

HOW TO DONATE 
AND SEND MASS 

STIPENDS 
 

ONATIONS and Mass 
Stipends can be sent on-line 

via Zelle (be sure to select donation 
and not payment) or you can 
always send it to our Post Office 
Box:  
St. Francis of Assisi 
PO Box 8469 
Van Nuys, CA 91409-8469 
 

 The normal stipend for a 
Mass Intention is $20.00. Please be 
sure to include the person’s name 
(w/Mr., Mrs. or Miss) and if they 
are living or deceased. Also, be 
sure to indicate if you wish a Mass 
Card to be sent to that person or 
their family.  
 Your continued support is 
appreciated and quite needed to 
continue our mission of offer the 
true and traditional Latin Mass of 
the Holy Catholic Church. The 
True Mass and Faith are ours to 
protect, defend and support! 

 

HOLY DAYS OF 
OBLIGATION FOR 2025 

 

1 November 2025 (Saturday) 
Feast of All Saints  
8 December 2025 (Monday) 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
25 December 2025 (Thursday) 
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord 
 

SUNDAYS OF 
OCTOBER: 

THE CATHOLIC 
HAND MISSAL 

 In order to assist the 
faithful following Holy Mass with 
their hand missals here are the 
Sunday Masses for October: 

5 October 2025: 
Feast of S. Francis of Assisi 
(transferred): 
Commemoration of the 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
and S. Placidus & Coampanions, 
Martyrs at the Collect, Secret 
and Postcommunion and Proper 
Last Gospel.    

12 October 2025: 
Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost: 
Commemoration of the Suffrage 
of the Saints and Against the 
Pagans at the Collect, Secret and 
Postcommunion.    

19 October 2025: 
Nineteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost: 
Commemoration of S. Peter of 
Alcantara, Confessor and For the 
Propagation of the Faith at the 
Collect, Secret and 
Postcommunion.    

26 October 2025: 
Christ the King: 
Commemoration of the 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
at the Collect, Secret and 
Postcommunion and Proper Last 
Gospel.    
 

O participate correctly at 
Holy Mass one silently 

unites his prayers with those of 
the Church through pious and 
attentive meditation of the 

Q: 

A: 

Y 

D 

T 

mailto:info@stfrancisoratory.org


prayers and reading of Holy 
Mass.  
 If you are unsure how to 
correctly set your hand missal 
arrive early for Holy Mass and ask 
the Monsignor to assist you. It is 
also important to become familiar 
with the Ordinary of the Mass, 
those parts that never change, i.e.: 
Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, Sanctus, 
Benedictus, and the Agnus Dei. 
And, of course, the Canon of the 
Mass, and the Propers of the Mass, 
those which vary according to the 
feasts of the day, i.e., Introit, 
Collect(s)(after the Gloria or 
Dominus Vobiscum), Epistle, 
Gradual, Alleluia, Tract or 
Sequence, Gospel, Secret, 
Communion Verse and Post 
Communion. On many feasts or 
days there are Commemorations 
(additional prayers) at the Collect, 
Secret and Postcommunion. The 
careful attention to these prayers 
and readings will help one enter 
into a deeper spiritual relationship 
with the Holy Liturgy, the Saints 
and Mysteries of God.  

 
The Hiding Mass in Van Nuys 

 

Sunday Mass Time: 
10:00 am 

 (818) 786-2540 
e-mail: info@stfrancisoratory.org 

Be sure to visit our web site at: 
www.stfrancisoratory.org 

 

N.B.: Our Mailing Address is: 
Post Office Box 8469 

Van Nuys, CA 91409-8469 
 

 
S. Luke the Evangelist 

(18 October): 
Pray for us! 

 

 
S. Francis of Assisi 

(4 October): 
Pray for us! 

 

 

S. Teresa of Avila 
(15 October): 
Pray for us! 

 
 
 

 
Saint Francis Chapel is staffed 
by the Priestly Society of Christ 
the King (SSCR); properly 
trained and ordained Roman 
Catholic Priests who are faithful 
to the teachings and disciplines of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
Saint Francis is not affiliated with 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
Our Holy Fathers, the Popes, 
most especially Saint Pope Pius V 
in His infallible decree Quo 
Primum, have given their 
permission in perpetuity to offer 
the Traditional Latin Mass 
(Missal of S. Pope Pius V and 
rubrics of S. Pope Pius X). 
  

OLY MASS is offered on 
the First Saturday of every 

month for all Friends and 
benefactors of SAINT FRANCIS 

ORATORY CHAPEL Your generous 
donation (one time or monthly) 
enables you to be remembered 
upon the Altars of the Society, 
where only the traditional Latin 
Mass is offered, as codified and 
canonized by His Holiness, Saint 
Pope Pius V, perpetually approved 
of. 

We would like to remind 
those who send Mass requests to 
PLEASE include the name of 
the person and/or intention with 
your stipend. Mass Cards will be 
sent to concerned parties upon 
request. Thank you and God 
bless you! 

 

H 

http://www.stfrancisoratory.org/


 

 
 

www.traditio.com 
www.traditioninaction.com 

www.traditionalmass.org 
www.novusordowatch.com 

 
 

N.B.: Recommendation of a website is 
for information and does not constitute 
association with or full agreement of 
opinions or positions.  

 
 

ND truly, from the 
frequent meditation 

on the Mysteries, the 
soul little by little and 
imperceptibly draws and 
absorbs the virtues they 
contain, and is 
wondrously enkindled 
with a longing for things 
immortal, and becomes 
strongly and easily 
impelled to follow the 
path which Christ 
Himself and His Mother 
have followed. The 
recitation of identical 
formulas repeated so 
many times, rather than 
rendering the prayer 
sterile and boring, has 

on the contrary the 
admirable quality of 
infusing confidence in 
him who prays and 
brings to bear a gentle 
compulsion on the 
motherly Heart of 
Mary. 
(Pius XII, Ingruentium Malorum, 
no.9, 15 September 1951) 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEEP YOUR 
FAMILY 

CATHOLIC! 
 

OUNG Master Steven Flores 
Jr. has learned to serve Holy 

Mass with devotion and reverence 
– this is how you keep your 
children Catholic! 
 

 

Master Ronan Morelli guiding young 
Master Steven Flores at Holy Mass. 

 

 

Master Steven observing Sir Shawn 
Smith, MC and Master Ronan Morelli at 

the Offertory of Holy Mass. 

Y 
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