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LETTER FROM
THE MONSIGNOR

OR a (hild is born to us, and a Son

is given to us, and the government
is upon His shoulder: and His Name
shall be called, Wonderful, Counsellor,
God the Mighty, the Sather of the
world to come, the Prince of Peace. —
Jsaias 9:6

SAIAS, the great and holy

Prophet teaches us concerning
Our Lord and Newborn King
Jesus Christ and some of His
attributes: He IS Lord, God and
King! The exceedingly joyful
season of commemorating Our
Lord’s glorious Birth fills us with
holy hope, one of the three
Theological Virtues (I
Corinthians 13: 13), and the
promise of Our Lord must remain
in our heart and soul, dur I wil/ see
you again, and your heart shall
re joice; and your joy no man shall
take from you (S. John 16:22)!
Neither anyone nor anything can
take away our joy, we either
misplace it or give it up by our
own volition.

It 1s my deepest hope and
prayer for you all that the grace of
God fills you with a sublime and
holy hope, knowing that the Lord
came to us as an innocent Babe to
bring restoration and salvation to
mankind, again I quote the holy
Prophet, Drop down dew, ye
heavens, from above, and let the
clouds rain the just: let the earth be
opened, and bud forth a Saviour: and
et justice spring together (Isaias
45:8)!

Let us keep in mind that
the true Christmas present 1s Our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! It
i1s He, and He alone, that can heal
our wounds; spiritual, emotional

and physical, as S. Augustine
wisely prays and teaches, 7Thou
hast formed us for Thyself O Lord,
our heart is restless O Lord, until it
rests in Thee (Confessions bookr,
chapter 1)! Come to the crib of the
Babe, the Word made flesh (S. John
1:14), and offer true and proper
worship to Him, with humility,
thanksgiving and wonder: venize
adoramus)

We must be filled with sublime
thanksgiving for the Saviour born for
our reclamation and restoration, as
the Apostle teaches us, the Lord
Jesus came 7o re-establish all things in
Christ, that are in heaven and on earth,
in Him (Ephesians 1:10), which
confirms Our Lord Himself, Who
teaches us, Behold, I make all things
new  (Apocalypse 21:5)! True
gratitude brings the greatest joy and
peace to us, the peace of God, which
surpasseth all understanding, keep your
hearts and minds in Christ Fesus
(Philippians 4:7). 1 fervently pray
that you, dearest faithful, keep your
heart and minds towards Christ Jesus
this new year.

Let us also be grateful to Our
Lady, the Holy Virgin who brought

forth the Saviour of the world, for by
the grace of God she understood this
great mystery, and kept all these
words, pondering them in her heart (S.
Luke 2:19). How glorious an
Advocate we have in her, what a
beautiful instrument of God’s grace
we have 1n her! Let us pray together
the Collect of Our Lady of
Christmastide: O God, W ho through
the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary
didst secure for mankind the reward of
eternal salvation; grant, we beseech
Thee, that we may experience her
intercession for us, through whom we
have been made worthy to receive the
Author of Life.

Stay focused on the Lord and
spread the joy of our Newborn King
to each and every person you
encounter —see them as your brother
or sister and pray with and for them:
hold no grudge, as we are
commanded: Thou shalt not hate thy
brother in thy heart, but reprove him
openly, lest thou incur sin through him.
Seck nor revenge, nor be mindful of the
in jury of thy citizens. Thou shalt love
thy friend as thyself (Leviticus 19:17 —
18).

Let me encourage the readers of
this little newsletter to share it with
family and friends, to submit your
questions and to support our
Apostolate with your prayers, and
when possible, your donations. I
renew my petition for your prayers
for the increase of our little mission -
let us build our regular Mass
attendance to ar Jeast fifty (50)
Sfamilies each week. We can always add
additional Masses on Sunday until
we find a lasting and permanent
home.

As always, be assured of my paternal
benediction and prayers, especially at
Holy Mass.

I remain, in Christ the King,

Monsignor ¥Thomas JF Sebastian



Q. Dearest Monsignor :
‘I have a few theological
questions 1 was hoping you
could answer. 1. If a Catholic is
in a state of venial or mortal sin,
can they still pray for others, and
will their prayer be
efficacious? 2. If not,do all of the
prayers of the Catholic have to
be for themselves to come out of
mortal sin? 3. Can a Catholic
take on any temporal/spiritual
punishment of another person on
their behalf?
Anonymous

+ Those are outstanding

*questions: prayer 18
efficacious no matter what state
of one’s own soul, however,
being in a state of grace
obviously has the greatest
efficacy and merit. To gain an
indulgence for yourself or another
person you must be in a state of
grace. Venial Sin can be removed
by the use of Holy Water or
saying an Act of Contrition,
however, Mortal Sin can only be
removed by  Sacramental
Confession and Absolution or an
act of Perfect Contrition. The
Holy Church, in her mercy,
allows an individual, even if he
be in mortal sin, to make the act
to gain the indulgence (prayers,
fasting, etc.) and they are held in
the treasury of the Church.
Once the person goes to
Confession and is restored to a
state of grace, the indulgence is
immediately applied.

Prayers should be for
one’s self or for another
Catholic: if one is praying for a
non-Catholic it must be for their
conversion, or, if the prayer be
for a Catholic in grave sin or
error (e.g.: adultery,
fornication, apostasy, heresy,
etc.) that prayer must also be for
their conversion and return to
grace. For example, if one has a

Holy Mass offered for a non-
Catholic the intention must
always be for their conversion.

Finally, yes, you may
offer sacrifice and penitential
acts for another’s benefit as well,
with the same intentions as
above. This is particularly true
of offering penance and sacrifice
for the Holy Souls of Purgatory
or for the conversion of our non-
Catholic or fallen away Catholic
loved ones.

If you have s question, please feel
Jfree to e-mail:
info@stfrancisoratory.org

I PRAYER REQUESTS

OUR continued prayers are

requested for the sick,
especially Fr. Matthew Howard,
Mrs. Norma Hernandez, Mr.
Charles Edward McClusky, and
Mr. Paul Howard. Please also
remember in your prayers the
souls of those who have died,

especially Mr. John Owen and

Mr. Atilano Duartet. If you know
of someone unable to attend Holy
Mass due to sickness, please be sure to
et the Monsignor know so he can
arrange for a sick call.

CIRCUMCISION OF THE
LORD: HOLYDAYOF
OBLIGATION

Please remember that Thursday
1 January 2026 is the feast of the
Circumcision of the Lord, a Holy
Day of Obligation. Holy Mass
will be offered at 10:00 am.
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Real Men Kneel at Holy Mass!

HoOwTO DONATE
AND SEND MASS
STIPENDS

ONATIONS and Mass
Stipends can be sent on-line
via Zelle (be sure to select donation
and not payment) or you can
always send it to our Post Office
Box:
St. Francis of Assisi
PO Box 8469
Van Nuys, CA 91409-8469

The normal stipend for a
Mass Intention 1s $20.00. Please be
sure to include the person’s name
(w/Mr., Mrs. or Miss) and if they
are living or deceased. Also, be
sure to indicate if you wish a Mass
Card to be sent to that person or
their family.

Your continued support is
appreciated and quite needed to
continue our mission of offer the
true and traditional Latin Mass of
the Holy Catholic Church. The
True Mass and Faith are ours to
protect, defend and support!

HOLYDAYS OF
OBLIGATION FOR 2026

1 January 2026 (Thursday)

Feast of the Circumcision of the
Lord

14 May 2026 (Thursday)

Feast of the Ascension of the Lord
15 August 2026 (Saturday)
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

1 November 2026 (Sunday)
Feast of Al] Saints

8 December 2026 (Tuesday)
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
25 December 2026 (Friday)

Feast of the Nativity of the Lord


mailto:info@stfrancisoratory.org

SUNDAYS OF JANUARY:
THE CATHOLIC

HAND MISSAL

In order to assist the
faithful following Holy Mass with
their hand missals here are the
Sunday Masses for January:

4 January 2026:
Most Holy Name of Jesus:
Commemoration of Octave of the
Holy Innocents at the Collect,
Secret and Postcommunion.

11 January 2026:
Holy Family Sunday:
Commemoration of the Swnday
within the Octave of the Lpiphany
and of 8. Hyginus, Pope and
Martyrat the Collect, Secret and
Postcommunion.

18 January 2026:
Second Sunday after the
Epiphany:
Commemoration of S§. Perer's
Chair in Rome, S. Paul, Apostle
and S. Prisca, Virgin Martyr at the
Collect, Secret and
Postcommunion.

25 January 2026:
Third Sunday after the
Epiphany:
Commemoration of the
Conversion of S. Paul and §. Peter,
Apostle at the Collect, Secret and
Postcommunion.

TO participate correctly at
Holy Mass one silently

unites his prayers with those of
the Church through pious and
attentive meditation of the
prayers and reading of Holy
Mass.

If you are unsure how to
correctly set your hand missal
arrive early for Holy Mass and ask
the Monsignor to assist you. It 1s
also important to become familiar
with the Ordinary of the Mass, those
parts that never change, 7.¢.: Kyrie,
Gloria, Creed, Sanctus, Benedictus,
and the Agnus Dei. And, of course,
the Canon of the Mass, and the
Propers of the Mass, those which
vary according to the feasts of the
day, i.e., Introit, Collect(s)(after
the Gloria or Dominus Vobiscum),

Epistle, Gradual, Alleluia, Tract or
Sequence, Gospel, Secret,
Communion Verse and Post
Communion. On many feasts or
days there are Commemorations
(additional prayers) at the Collect,
Secret and Postcommunion. The
careful attention to these prayers
and readings will help one enter
into a deeper spiritual relationship
with the Holy Liturgy, the Saints
and Mysteries of God.

The Hiding Mass in Van Nuys
Sunday Mass Time:

10:00 am
(818) 786-2540

e-mail: info@stfrancisoratory.org
Be sure to visit our web site at:
www.stfrancisoratory.org

N.B.: Our Mailing Address is:
Post Office Box 8469
Van Nuys, CA 91409-8469

Epiphany of the Lord
(6 Fanuary)

S. Fohn Chrysostom, Bishop and
Dactor of the Church

(97 Fanuary):
Pray for us!

Gy 7 ianEn. |
8. Francis de Sales, Bishop and
Confessor

(29 Fonuary):
Pray for us!

AW 2

@Saint Francis Chapel 1s staffed
by the Priestly Society of Christ
the King (SSCR); properly
trained and ordained Roman
Catholic Priests who are faithful
to the teachings and disciplines of
the Roman Catholic Church.
Saint Francis is not affiliated with
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
Our Holy Fathers, the Popes,
most especially Saint Pope Pius V
in His infallible decree Quwo
Primum, have given their
permission in perpetuity to offer
the Traditional Latin Mass
(Missal of §. Pope Pius V and
rubrics of 8. Pope Pius X).


http://www.stfrancisoratory.org/

MASS GUILD

OLY MASS is offered on

the First Saturday of every
month for all Friends and
benefactors of SAINT FRANCIS
ORATORY CHAPEL Your generous
donation (one time or monthly)
enables you to be remembered
upon the Altars of the Society,
where on/y the traditional Latin
Mass is offered, as codified and
canonized by His Holiness, Saint
Pope Pius V, perpetually approved
of.

We would like to remind
those who send Mass requests to
PLEASE include the name of
the person and/or intention with
your stipend. Mass Cards will be
sent to concerned parties upon
request. Thank you and God
bless you!

O Lord, Fesus Christ, Our
Medsator with the Father, Who
hast appointed the Most Blessed
Virgin, Thy Mother, to be our
mother also and our Mediatrix
before Thee: grant that whosoever
draweth nigh to T hee top beseech any
benefit, may receive all things

through her and re joice. - Collect
from the Mass of The BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY MEDIATRIX

OF ALL GRACES (granted by
Pope Benedict XV for 31 May)

RECOMMENDED
WEBSITES:

www.traditio.com
www.traditioninaction.com
www.traditionalmass.org
www.novusordowatch.com

N.B.: Recommendation of s website is
Sfor information and does not constitute
association with or full agreement of
opinions or positions.

PETER SPEAKS:

.
DEARLY beloved
brethren,
whosoever will keep
truly and  honour

piously  this  day’s
festival, it is necessary
for him neither to think
falsely of the Lord’s
Incarnation, nor meanly

of the Lord’s Godhead.

For as there is danger, on
the one hand, of
denying the truth of
Christ’s participation of
our nature, so is there no
less danger, on the
other, of doing despite
to the equality of His
glory with the glory of
the Father. Wherefore,
when we draw near to
understand the mystery
of  Christ's Birth,
wherein He was born of
the Virgin Mary, we
must leave the clouds of
earthly 1magination
behind and pierce the
fog of human wisdom
with the eye of

enlightened faith.
(S. Leo the Great, Seventh
Sermon for Christmas)
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